LOOK! тне case IT'S SOMETHING 
IS OPENING BY ITSELF! 
1 WHAT IS THIS? -MY 

4 BULLETS ARE POWERLESS 


AGAINST IT ! PED FAST: 


Wu 


WE CAN'T COPE WITH 
-- SOMETHING FROM 
OUT OF THE LONG 


FLEE, MEN ! 
THE CURSE OF THE 
GREAT PHAROAH, 
AMENTOHEP, HAS 
BEGUN TO WORK // 


OF INCREDIBLE MYSTERY FA 
AND SUSPENSE, READ... Wi 


REDUCE 22:0 CANDY Ё 


KELPIDINE PLAN! 


"WE GUARANTEE YOU 
WILL LOSE UP TO 


5 POUNDS IN 5 DAYS" 
10 POUNDS IN 10 DAYS' 
15 POUNDS IN 15 DAYS" 
25 POUNDS IN 25 DAYS" 


AND KEEP IT OFF": 


8 dion Om. 
*How Fast You Lose Weight Depends Upon How Quickly You Order and How Much You GOOD FOR WOM EN, 
= 


inti 


^ MONEY BACK GUARANTEE 


You must be entirely satisfied with 
your loss of weight—This candy must 
laste as good as or better than your 
favorite candy-LYou must get rid of 
dangerous excess fat or your money > 
will be refunded—Don't delay—You 
have nothing to lose but excess weight 
so mail coupon below now! 


жалыны 


Are Overweight 
**You Will "epa Want to Keep on Ealing Kelpidine Candy—and Keep on the Plan—It 5) ` 
KEEPS Weight ОП! 

THIS CANDY MUST take ff up 1 10 pounds of excess 

TASTE AS GOOD AS beucr ores good as your vore | IT'S UNHEALTHY 
OR BETTER THAN sendy snd to be the best plan you TO BE FAT! 
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than pepe” sith carat 
Ro Mee, Ку 
ке сыт 
Жарышы Condy piani n 


take oil (at to 
ду! The secret is that Kelgi- 
(dine Candy satshes your craving 
for high «оне (ооба! It keeps 


gan take it without bad effects, 


you from sueredting—the: reason Wh Kelpidine Candy ай you 
Pala doctors give dor being fat! 


Bae ХА” iy nea 
our craving fòt foods! SCIENTIFICALLY AND KELPIDINE CANDY 15 
NO DANGEROUS DRUGS! CLINICALLY TESTE DIFFERENT! 
WO НАЋОЗНІР DIETS! ты, amaziog ingredientin Kelpi- The amazing clinical texted and 
Here ig 'thilling nevis for іш dine candy fe the mast remik- proven ТЕШЛЕ suben cone 
folks! “You can lose up to 25 lbs, able diseovery for fal people ever ained in Kopla ine Carty were 


Jn 25 days by simply nibbling on made, Its been tested by doctors scribed by many doctors- Don't 
testy appetite satisfying candy, іп testmafter tert. The results 


ШЕШУ SOR pehe б tones n NT THIS CAN HAPPEN TO YOU! ` 


YOUN MONEY BAbK le vou лы Тегі, ‘uals желіс saye, and w the lr! WITH THIS DELICIOUS REDUCING CANDY PLANE . 


A ары Dan es aa Let thindolicious candy plan help you ей! 
PNE THAT MOSTE HERES HOW TO REDUCE АДА Са а Иа loa et Pe $ 00 Ў 
habit that's so hard to break! Kelpidine ‘Rial 

BECOMES YOU! AND STAY SLIME. Tuli pith Kalpitipè Candy Gust candy contains thet Dew бшмш man SAMPLE 


имара al paypi rere анды Most people. dre; ыы YOUU mover otee hintet panes діліне реле tò help өші ye Saree 
Tide of people were атам. Мен, prope are fat enit of Your dance Tor hgh edie faz vites (he mila cage si oue) SIZE! 
plan actually takes off weight. fattening foods—lo your мтәге- tening foods is always sattsRed! 


Without dangerous drugs atava. Ment You ‘all want to keep оп With Kelpidine Candy Plan you ИША MIT (Rea US КАН ШҮ 
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Kelpidine Candy Plan helps you n ҚҚ UI Net Саңа хаана 125 E. 46th St, New York 17, N. Y. 
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‘The Kelpidine Cand 
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SENSATIONAL TWO-WAY Тәуе eaten a satisfying meal; It favorite candy—return for refund. ADDRESS в 
GUARANTEE: Ml your бешге io етен И Just AN aut Coupon and mall to 
t kills “your craving for bedtime AMERICAN HEALTHAIDS CO. R 
This sweet delicious Kelpidine snacks and for in-between meat DEPT. Қ191 Candy Division, 21 COTY nn STATES. Sent on Approval 


Candy plan la guaranteed (1) (o snacks. It's so safe even a child Market St, Newark, New Jersey. Ba m mm Wo ты жа «е om api кш ше Gur we sm si 


— P TW uin disait bali vias ora kal den 
BEWARE, March, 1985, Volume 1, Number 14. Adolphe Barreaux, Editor, Published bi-monthly by Trojan Magazines, Inc. 
125 East 46th Street, New York 17, М. Y. Entered as second class matter April 1, 1953 at the Post Office at New York, N, Y. 
under the Act of March 3, 1879. Additional entry at the Post Office at Wilmington, Del, Any similarity between names, characters 
Or institutions herein and any living or dead person or institution is purely coincidental. Annual subscription: 12 issues, $1.50. 
Single copy, 10c. Copyright, 1955, by Trojan Magazines, Inc. Printed in U.S.A 


© š 


Gees. FOLKS! DO YOU LIKE MYSTERY > WELL, MERE 15 THE 
NAMELESS ONE AGAIN WITH A BAFFLING TALE OFISTRANGSE 
AND. INCREDIBLE HAPPENINGS. BART FORDE WAS A COLLECTOR OF 
CURIOUS BOOKS, HE WAS ALWAYS ОМ THE LOOKOUT FOR A KARE 17EM 
FOR HIS COLLECTION. THAT. WAS HOW HE MET THAT PECULIAR OLD 
MAN WHO WAS. TO PLAGUE HIM ALMOST OUT OF HIS SENSES ine 


The MUMMY MASTER " 


HERE, FORDE -- 
GET AWAY ! FOR you! 
YOU DON'T BELONG 
AMONG THE 
LIVING ! 


One WINTER AFTERNOON, THE: FAS FORDE THUMBED THROUGH FORDE CAME ACROSS AN 

COLLECTOR PASSED A QUAINT OLD. THE MUSTY OLD VOLUMES, HE ANCIENT TOME. ОМ REVIVING 

BOOKSHOP AND PROPPED (Ni NOTICED A STRANGE, ECCENTRIC THE DEAD, AS HE SPOKE TO 
MAN FIDGETING NERVOUSLY THE PROPRIETOR ABOUT AT von 


WE'VE JUST BOUGHT THE WHOLE WE NEARBY SHELVES sri T 
LIBRARY OF AN OLD ESTATE, TI HERE'S A QUEER OLD ITEM 
MR, FORDE, YOU MIGHT FIND THAT OLD 1 FOUND. HOW MUCH DO YOU Д 
SOMETHING OF: CHARACTER MUST )| WANT FOR IT ? 
INTEREST. GOOD! гш. | E A 8 A THAT ONE 
LOOK THE | " “ 
BOOKS OVER. ITS. FIFTY. 
DOLLARS, SIR | 


IT LOOKS LIKE | момо! 
A REAL FIND. 
FLL BUY IT 


FORDE 15 PESTERED ALL THE WAY 
TO THE DOOR OF MIS HOME vi, 
T 


SORRY, SIR. THIS 
GENTLEMAN WAS 


THE OLD MAN FOLLOWED FORDE FROM THE SHOP a 


PARDON ME-MY NAME I5 NO, 1 COLLECT 
і BOOKS, | DON'T| 
SELL THEM, 
ILL PAY YOU DOUBLE , —— 
WHAT YOU GAVE FOR IT. 


LEFT ALONE AT THE ENTRANCE 
OF THE BUILDING, THE OLD MAN 
NOTICED A SIGN OUTSIDE +++ 


CAN'T WE MAKE A 
DEAL ? | RAISE 
MY OFFER EVEN- 


IN HIS COMFORTABLE QUARTERS , FORDE 
INSPECTED HIS ACQUISITION MORE CLOSELY s+: 


THIS IS INDEED A STRANGE OLD BOOK--IT 
CONTAINS ANCIENT MAGICAL FORMULAS FOR 
RAISING THE DEAD. IM GLAD | DIDN'T LET 
ІТ FALL INTO THE HANDS OF THAT QUEER 
OLD QUCK. HE ACTED LIKE A MANIAC. 


NEXT DAY, FORDE SEES A NEW TENANT MOVING IN vo 


| | 


WHY, {T'S THAT SCREWY CHARACTER 
WHO PESTERED ME, LOOKS LIKE IW 
GOING TO HAVE HIM FOR A NEIGH 
BOR. HOPE HE LET'S ME ALONE 


Ж FEW DAYS LATER THE NEW OCCUPANT RECEIVED Bur FORDE COULD NOT AVOID SARAZIN, WHO 
TWO LARGE COFFIN-SHAPED BOXES ++, FORCED HIMSELF UPON THE COLLECTOR +++ 


CRIPES, THESE YOU'RE MR. SARAZIN > WON'T YOU COME IN, 
THINGS ARE WE GOT A DELIVERY MR. FORDE? THERE 


HEAVY! FOR YOU HERE. IS А LITTLE MATTER 
т I WISH TO DISCUSS- д 


THAT ВООК-- 


I'LL NOT. DISCUSS 
IT. NOW STAY. 
AWAY FROM МЕ! 


THEN, LATE ONE NIGHT, MÈ SUDDENLY SOON AFTER THAT, A NEW TENANT MOVED INTO THE 
AWOKE 4M TIME TO SCARE OFF A BUILDING А LOVELY, EXOTIC GIRL NAMED SANDRA... 
STEALTHY NOCTURNAL INTRUDER se <% q 
САС УЕ ҮМ BART FORDE, FROM NEXT Y THANK YOU, MR, FORDE .|` 
SOMEBODY WAS ІМ HERE! BUT HE DOOR, IF THERE iS ANYTHING ) IT’S NICE TO HAVE YOU 
GOT AWAY THROUGH THAT WINDOW, 1 CAN DO TO ASSIST YOU, I'D 4 FOR A NEIGHBOR 
LUCKY | WOKE UP IN TIME - BE VERY HAPPY, 


ea 


FORDE FORGOT HIS RARE BOOK _ “THEN, UPON RETURNING TO 
AND THE ANNOYING OLD MAN AS . HIS OWN ROOMS, HE Dis— BUT RECEIVED NO ANSWER ДЕ 


HIS FRIENDSHIP WITH SANDRA COVERED HE WAS ROBBED... THOUGH HE HEARD THE OLO 
RIPENEO, SHE WOULD INVITE HIM MAN MOVING AROUND INSIDE we 


[THE ANCIENT воок-115 | P Я 
(NTO HER STUDIO FOR DINNER ЕЕЕ ТООК БЕКЕТІ WANT BASIS 
BACK. | KNOW YOU'RE ІМ 


IN HERE AND STOLE IT 
COOK, SANDRA, AND | FOR THE WHILE | WAS OUT ! THERE; OPEN UP, / SAY! 


A WONDERFUL GIRL, Д COMPLIMENT, 
Ш\Л 


uli» 


FORDE REMEMBERED AN BUT WHEN HE QUIETLY ENTERS, FORDE WAS AGHAST TO FIND 

AIRSHAFT BETWEEN THE TWO SARAZIN STANDING IN A CIRCLE OF SWASTIKAS, PENTAGRAMS, 
APARTMENTS AND WITH A WIDE ETC, AND READING FROM THE BOOK IW AN UNKNOWN TONGUE, 
BOARD HE GAINED ACCESS HE WAS USING THE INCANTATION IN AN EFFORT TO AN/MATE 
70 SARAZ/N'S ROOMS... TWO MUMMIES REPOSING IN THE LONG BOXES +.. 


IF THAT OLD FOOL HAS MY ABBA- BAHU - 

BOOK! I'LL FIX HIM A RAMOZIN -TOH! ДЕЕ — 
Y ins SPEPTOGOTH-AEE / 
9 


7 


SARAZIN THEN RUBBED ONE OF THE MUMMIES Force, STARTLED BY THE TERRIFYING DOINGS 
WITH AN OINTMENT... AND IT STARTED TO MOVE! BEFORE HIS EYES, REVEALED HIS PRESENCE vis 


175 WORKING! MY MAGIC ITS HORRIBLE! ) SO ITS YOU! HOW DID 
WILL BRING THEM TO LIFE! YOU HAVE NO YOU GET IN HERE ? 
RIGHT TO РО / m. єл 

THAT ! 


QUAKING WITH FEAR AT THE 
APPARITION, FORDE RELEASED 
SARAZIN AND FLED TO HIS 

OWN ROOMS WITHOUT THE BOOK ou 


FORDE LEAPED UPON SARA- 
NEVER MIND HOW ZIN -— THEN THE OLD MAN 
IN. y (22; see 
ҚАН BOOK, YOU CALLED TO THE MUMMY. 
HAVE CAUSED 
ENOUGH TROUBLE ) GET THE 
ALREADY. BOOK BACK, 


1 CAN'T BELIEVE WHAT | JUST 
SAW.. IT'S FANTASTIC ! IT 

CAN'T BE TRUE. | MUST BE 
DREAMING THINGS .., 1 MUST 
PULL MYSELF TOGETHER - - 


FROM HIS WINDOW HE SAW SARAZIN NEXT DAY, HE FOUND THAT 
SELF A DRINK TO STEADY EMERGE, ACCOMPANIED BY TWO TALL SANDRA HAD VANISHED TOQ ou 
, HIS NERVES WHEN HE AWKWARD FIGURES IN ILL-FITTING 
HEARD SOUNDS OF PEOPLE CLOTHES... WHAT HAPPENEQMHERE , 
IN THE HALLWAY OUTSIDE n. IT MUST BE THOSE TWO-| | BURKE ? WHERE'S MISS-?| 
МО! — IT CAN'T BE! THIS 
THE OLD MAN IS GOING OUT. 15 CRAZY: IM JUST | M 
SOUNDS LIKE SOMEONE IS IMAGINING THINGS ! | W SUDDENLY LAST 
WITH HIM vas B NIGHT, SIR. 


К 


FORDE WAS POURING Him- 


BY; THIN THE 


NEXT FEW DAYS 
A WAVE OF 
WOLEWCE BURST 
UPON THE 

CITY. A NEW 
TYPE OF 
CRIMINAL WAS 
AT LARGE - = 
TALL, CADAVEROUS 
GUNMEN WHO 
SHOWED. NO 
EMOTION AND 
WHO SEEMED 
POSSESSED OF 
SUPERHUMAN 
STRENGTH ,, 


THE WHOLE CITY WAS AINCTHER BOLD DAYLIGHT ROBBERY LEFT 
MYSTIFIED AND STRICKEN THE POLICE COMPLETELY PUZZLED 


WITH TERROR 
BOTH THOSE GUYS YET THEY GOT 
WERE RIDDLED WITH CLEAN AWAY, 
BULLETS.. | KNOW 1 SIMPLY CAN'T 
THEY WERE ! 


BART FORDE HAD TO 
ADMIT TO HIMSELF THAT 
HIS SUSPICIONS WERE 
RIGHT FROM THE START, 


NO DOUBT ABOUT ІТ-- 
THE TWO GUNMEN ARE 
THE TWO OLD MUMMIES 
BROUGHT TO LIFE BY 
SARAZIN WITH HIS MAGIC 
FROM THAT OLD BOOK- = 
AND | AM THE ONLY ONE 
ALIVE WHO KNOWS THE 
TRUTH !! - — 


ELUDE Potici 
E AND DISAPPEAR 


ONE THING WAS TAKEN ... ANOTHER MU, 


NEXT, A GREAT MUSEUM WAS BROKEN INTO, AND 


ONLY FORDE FELT CALLED UPON TO АСТ... 


THREE OF OUR GUARDS KNOCKED OUT AND THE CROOKS 
COULD HAVE TAKEN THOUSANDS IN JEWELS. BUT NO! 
ALL THEY GRABBED WAS THAT SHRIVELED RELIC OF 


Ayowns THAT THE OLD MAN'S 
ORIGINAL ADDRESS WOULD BE 
ON FILE IN THE BOOKSHOPS, 

FORDE EASILY OBTAINED IT ve 


THIS IS UNDOUBTEDLY STILL 


y... 

IT'S OBVIOUS SARAZIN IS BUILDING UP 
HIS UNCANNY FORCES, NOBODY WOULD 
BELIEVE THE REAL FANTASTIC STORY, 
SO | MUST GO AFTER HIM ALONE . 
1 MUST DESTROY SARAZIN , HIS. 
TERRIBLE SERVANTS--AND THAT 


THOSE MUMMIES OF HIS ARE 
IMMUNE TO ORDINARY METH- 
005, THEY'RE NOT REALLY 
ALIVE, SO THEY CANNOT ВЕ 
KILLED. I'LL HAVE ТО BLOW 


YES, | REMEMBER THAT OLD 
FELLOW--QUEER CHARACTER . 
HERE IS THE ADDRESS HE 


HIS HEADQUARTERS . NOW IT'S 
A MATTER OF GETTING AT HIM 
AND HIS UNHOLY CREW. 


THEM APART, 


LEFT WITH US 
THANK iE 
н. 


CALLING ON A CLOSE FRIEND, A KOREAN 
VETERAN, FORDE SOUGHT SOME WEAPONS sou 


| DON'T KNOW WHAT: YOU WANT WITH TWO 
POWERFUL HAND GRENADES, BART, BUT ! 
KNOW YOU'RE A RESPONSIBLE CITIZEN. 501 
GUESS | CAN GET HOLD OF 
THEM FOR YOU. 


THANKS, BOB. 
1 ASSURE YOU 
THAT IT'S INA 
GOOD CAUSE. 


2225 2 


SHADOWING SARAZIN'S HOUSE WITH THE TI WO 
GRENADES IN MIS POCKETS, BART FORDE SEES 
THE EV/L NECROMANCER LEAVE WITH ONE 
MAN OF HIS RETINVE OF THE UNDEAD +++ 


THERE HE GOES WITH ONE 
OF THEM. THERE MUST BE 
TWO LEFT,IN THE HOUSE . 


CONTINUED ON PAGE AFTER NEXT «+s 


"7.18 МОКТН- 
STAMPS:: 


GUARANTEED CATALOG VALUE 


338 Different STA 


YOU GET all of the pictured items — PLUS hundreds of 
other exciting and hard-to-get stamps and sets from all over 
the world! A grand total of 338 all-different stamps — guar- 
anteed catalog value over $7.18 — all for only 25€! You'll 
have hours and days of fun just looking through this won- 
derful collection and you'll fill hundreds of blank spaces in 
your album at the amazing bargain rate of 13 stamps for 
just 14! And if you're a beginner — here's & fine start on 
the most popular hobby in America — at a tiny cost! ALBANIA — estie 
SUPPLY LIMITED! MAIL COUPON NOW! 
We're m&king this sensational offer to introduce you to our 
famous Bargain Approvals — which we'll send you for free 
examination. But hurry! The supply of these bargain pack- 
éta is necessarily limited = once the stamps shown here are 
gone, there just won't be any more! Mail coupon at олсе... 
or if the coupon has been clipped send your name and ad- 
dress with 26€ direct to: 


ZENITH CO., Dept. JZ3 81 Willoughby St., Brooklyn 1, N. Y. 


FREE! "ее, accom, 
Our famous Midget Encyclopedia tells you - 1 


everythi want to know to enjoy thís 
Wonderful li by! PLUS the Si Die- 


FORDE STEALTHILY. ONCE INSIDE, FORDE WAS NOT DESPITE HER PROTESTS, FORDE LOOKED 
CLIMBED TO A SECOND SURPRISED WHEN HE CAME AROUND AND SAW TWO MUMMIES vas 
STOREY WINDOW set FACE TO FACE WITH SANDRA... 

THERE THEY ARE-- ONE OF THE 


TLL BE WAITING FOR | (YOU! 1 ALWAYS Y YES, BUT! N| FIRST TW 

SARAZIN WHEN HE GETS| |SUSPECTED YOU | CANNOT HELP E ЫР pane He is DU 
BACK. HE HAS A LOT IT. YOU MUST | THEM RIGHT NOW! 

TO ANSWER FOR - - Аң | DOMINATION ОҒ 5 GET OUT OF, А. 2 


PLEASE-GO! 
THAT EVIL MAN. À HERE, QUICK! аии 77 


S Iud 


BUTAS HE PREPARED TO HACK THE DRY a FORDE DUCKED INTO A CLOSET. WHILE SARAZIN 
BONES TO PIECES, HE HEARD А SOUND set RETURNED THE MUMMIES TO THEIR CASES set 


HE'LL NEVER PUT CÉ SARAZIN NOW (LL PUT MY BOYS AWAY 
THEM TOGETHER 15 COMING UNTIL | PLAN ANOTHER 
AGAIN. UH -- BACK: YOU FE, JOB FOR THEM TO DO 


WHAT'S THAT? MUST HIDE! 


50 IT'S YOU, FORDE $ WELL, YOU'LL NEVER 
LEAVE HERE TO TELL ОМ ME. ANTKARME! 
-RABU - TOTH -- RISE <. 


Als THE RE-ANIMATED CREATURES 
STARTED FOR HIM АТ SARAZIN'S COM- 
MAND, FORDE RETREATED, DRAWING 
THE. TWO GRENADES FROM HIS POCK- 
ETS AND PULLING THE PINS... 


THEY'RE ALL HERE IN A BUNCH — 


JUST THE WAY 1 WANT THEM- A 
PERFECT TARGET: 


IVE'GOT TO GET OUT OF HERE FAST! | HOPE SANDRA - ARE 


SANDRA DIDN'T GET HURT ,., IM SURE SHE | YOU ALL RIGHT? 
N f 


WAS AN UNWILLING TOOL OF THAT MANIAC. 
SQ 


HURRY ! W okay, i'm 


Y-YES, | THINK 50, 1 
JUST GOT HIT BY SOME 
LOOSE PLASTER. 


=A 
ASE 
pi 


WELL, FOLKS, 
IF YOU FIND ANY 


THE FIRE IS | ALMOST DOWN.| [1-1 HATS SE 
SPREADING! / COME ON BEFORE жч Makro DAS SPELL| BOOK WITH WEIRD 
IT'S TOO LATE. | | UP FROM АМ < OVER YOU IS NOW | AND MYSTERIOUS PI- 
AWFUL DREAM. ) BROKEN, HE AND | RECTIONS FOR RAISING 
— HIS LIVING MUMMIES | THE DEAD, BETTER 
WON'T THREATEN | LEAVE ІТ ALONE, THIS 
` ANYBODY AGAIN, | MAGIC BUSINESS MAY 
š A 


BE ALL RIGHT IN СОМІС 
BOOKS BUT IN REAL 
LIFE IT CAN GET YOU 
INTO A LOT OF TROUBLE. 
WELL, I'LL BE SEEING 
YOU-- LOOK YOUR 
LITTLE STORY-TELLER 
UP IN THE NEXT ISSUE 
FOR A NEW 
YARN . 


Ç иок! FOR YOU W 
4 


For Men! For Women? For Children! 


ЖО? 
^t top spec, 


Press machine 8 hrs. a do) 
». 


S New 
vY 
aqa 
m may Rupture Ease? 
Breat reli if] 
more relief 
wearing This sale than ever m 


suppor,” 
LIU 


end | ind, 
finest hinas и is on 
wg е of thy 
have ever worn, 


THROW AWAY THOSE 
GOUGING, TORTURING 
TRUSSES --- GET NEW 
WONDERFUL RELIEF 
WITH 

RUPTURE-EASER 


A strong, form-fitting woshoble sup- 
port designed to give you relief ond comfort. Snops up in front. 


Adjustable 
back-lacing and adjustable leg straps. Soft flot groin pod no мен or leather 
ыз vader light clothing. 'oble. 


bonds. Unexcelled for comfort, n 
used оз after operation support. Sizes for men, children. Eory to 
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WWENTY-FIVE YEARS AGO, THE TOAST OF THE TOWN WAS LOLA CORRELL, THE BALLET 
DANCER WHOSE BEAUTY, GRACE AND CHARM ATTRACTED ADMIRERS BY THE SCORE. 


LIFE HELD EVERYTHING IN STORE FOR HER AND NOBODY DREAMED THAT HER SHORT REIGN 
IN THE LIMELIGHT WAS TO PROVIDE A BAFFLING MYSTERY A GENERATION LATER «++ 


LOLA WAS WINED AND DINED BY FIND BESIEGED WITH LOLA PREPARED TO LAUNCH A NEW 
THE GUDED ELITE OF THE CITY... NUMEROUS PROPOSALS... BALLET, CLAD IN A WEIRD COSTUME... 
MY, 1 DON'T THIS SKELETON OUTFIT IS FANTASTIC. 
KNOW WHAT || LOLA. BUT 1T WILL MAKE THE "HALLOWEEN 
ME,LOLA?/ TO DO WITH " BALLET" SOMETHING OUTSTANDING. 
ALL OF YOU. о” 
2 ҮМ SURE ІТ 
WILL BE A 
GREAT SUCCESS 


INDEED STARTLING, BUT 

QUICKLY ENDED WHEN I TOLD you 
LOLA'S REJECTED SUITOR А 1 WOULDN'T LIVE 
ROSE IN THE AUDIENCE WITHOUT YOU-- 
AND SENT A BULLET BUT 

INTO THE DANCING 

FIGURE THAT ENDED 

HER CAREER AND 

LIFE ITSELF... 


AFTER THAT, THE GLOOMY OLD STRANGE TALES BEGAN TO CIRCULATE ABOUT THE OLD PLACE. 
THEATRE REMAINED MOSTLY EMPTY, AS THE YEARS PASSED, MORE THAN ONE WATCHMAN. TOLD 
AND THE FEW PRODUCTIONS THAT OF A LITHE, SHADOWY FIGURE LEAPING ACROSS THE STAGE... 
USED IT WERE FAILURES ,.. 


1 CAN'T BELIEVE ІТ, BUT 
THERE IT 15 -- BEFORE ME 
VERY EYES, I'M GONNA 
CHUCK THIS JOB ^ 


Al QUARTER CENTURY HAS ROLLED BY. TWO CLOSE 

e WELL NEVER GET N BUT WE CAN GET THE 
бе, BLON, COMPOSER, A PLIRECTOR AND, |AN UPTOWN THEATRE | OLD ODEON CHEAP, 
Wilk 


WITH THE LITTLE IT'S USABLE AND OUR 
NEW BALLET CH THEY PLAN TO PRODUCE +++ DOUGH WE HAVE. STUFF 16 SO GOOD, | 


BET PEOPLE WILL 
INTO SHAPE, WALLY. ! M S FLOCK THERE. 
THINK IT'S TERRIFIC, 


Ту 


B METTI 


SO THEY MAKE THE DEAL. Ав THEY ASSEMBLE THEIR. THEN HIS WISH (5 ANSWERED WHEN A 
UU ES GT. TROUPE, TONY /6 DISSATISFIED...  MOTHER- АМО DAUGHTER SHOW UP set 


GENTLEMEN, | WISH you.| | | DON'T WANT ANY OF THESE | | | WAS ONCE A FAMOUS DANCER - МАРУА 
CONCEITED PRIMA DONNAS FOR | | NYDOVA, YOU MAY HAVE HEARD OF ME, 
THANKS, N| THE LEAD, IF ONLY | COULD | | THIS 16 MY DAUGHTER ELAINE. | 
WE'RE GOING | FIND SOMEONE NEW, FRESH | | HAVE "TAUGHT HER ALL | KNOW AND 1 
AND TALENTED - ~ WANT YOU 70 GIVE 
HER AN AUDITION, / YES- I'D BE 


^ w. 
SHE'S WONDERFUL! SHE Z 
HAS EVERYTHING - YOUTH, 

GRACE, ABILITY-- SHE'S 
JUST THE ONE I'VE 
BEEN LOOKING FOR 
AS MY LEADING ` 
BALLERINA , 


Ais THE COMPANY SWINGS 
INTO REHEARSAL, JABLON 
FALLS HARD FOR THE GIRL, 
ELAINE. HE TAKES HER TO 


DAY IN THE 
YES, WE THEATRE. 
WILL BE IN 
FINE SHAPE 
FOR THE 
OPENING. 


THINGS WENT 
WELL. TODAY, 
DIDN'T THEY? 


ELAINE ...1 Love X 
YOU, I'M CRAZY ABOUT 
YOU. 1 GAN'T BEAR 

ТО SHARE YOU WITH 


ONLY FRIENDS, 


WHEN ELAINE TRIES OUT, TONY IS JUBILANT vit 


is, AND FOR LONG DRIVES BUT WHEN TONY MERLIN NOTICES HIS 
INTO THE COUNTRY +++ 


DINNER WHEN WORK 15 OVER, | SO RELAXING AFTER ALL 


WE'LL DO 
ІТ OFTEN, 
ELAINE, 


OWE DAY, AFTER REHEARSAL, TONY CAN NO 
LONGER RESTRAIN HIS FEELINGS, HIS HEART 
LEAPED WHEN HE HEARD HER REPLY +++ 


TONY-I'VE LOVED YOU 

EVER SINCE THE FIRST 
DAY. THERE 15 NOBODY 
ELSE. WALLY AND 1 ARE 


MEANWHILE, IM THE WINGS, WALLY JABLON 
CONVERSES WITH THE GIRLS MOTHER ++. 


| REMEMBER A LOT OF OR) 1 THOUGHT THAT 
TALK ABOUT YOU, MADAME JAS FORGOTTEN. 
NYDOVA,,, THAT BIG PLEASE-- PLEASE 
SCANDAL ІМ VIENNA DON'T MENTION A 
YEARS AGO-- WORD OF ІТ TO ELAINE, 
SHE KNOWS NOTHING 
ABOUT IT. 


PARTNER'S POSSESSIVE ATTITUDE 
TOWAROS THE GIRL, HE REALIZES 
THAT HE 15 IN LOVE WITH HER HIMSELF. 


THERE'S THAT SLOB HANGING ALL 
HOW CAN SHE STAND HI 


ALL ALONG, | THOUGHT YOU WERE SO WRAPPED 
UP IN YOUR WORK THAT YOU THOUGHT OF ME 
ONLY AS A DANCER, NEVER AS A WOMAN. 
NOW I'M SO HAPPY! I'LL 
рО EVERYTHING | САМ 
TO MAKE YOUR WORK 
А FINE SUCCESS . 


OH - MY 
DARLING ! 


MIND YOUR OWN. 
BUSINESS, WALLY, 


PAY LON MAN IPON THE 
ONE DAY, WALLY JABLON HAPPENS Un THE р YA AWAY FROM 
ELAINE, MERLIN, OR I'LL 


BAT YOUR EARS OFF J 


TWO LOVEBIRDS EXCHANGING A QUICK KISS «++ 


WHA--! THAT 
DOUBLE-CROSSING= 


QUICKLY, HOWEVER, THEY 


SHE'S MY GIRL, ARE PULLED APART AND 
TLL TEACH YOU!) DON'T FIGHT! | BOTH MEN QUIET POWN,.. |ALL RIGHT, FOR THE SAKE OF 
THE PRODUCTION, ILL AGREE. 


| YOUR FIGHTING 
! ISN'T GOING TO THE OPENING NIGHT, IF YOU 
WILL DO THE 


PLEASE -- 


HELP THE SHOW, 
SAME. 


UNE. DANCES HER PART, „ BUT ON THE AFTERNOON, 
BEFORE OPENING NIGHT, JABLONS 


DRESS REHEARSALS START AND ELA 
"BUTTERFLY BALLET @ 
NERVES BEGIN TO CRACK FROM, 
THE LONG, GRUELLING WEEKS OF 


CHASING THE OTHER GIRLS IN THE 
JABLON CONDUCTS THE ORCHESTRA AS MERLIN WATCHES 
SHE'S EXQUISITE ! PREPARATION AND STRESS AND 
THE PUBLIC WILL WORRY ABOUT THE SHOW'S RE- 
LOVE -HER IN CEPTION, HE STARTS DRINKING... 

A COUPLE OF 

QUICK SNORTS 

WON'T HURT- 

ч EA 


WALLY SHOWS UP LATER 
AT ELAIWE'S APARTMENT si. 


Y 
LETS 60ү NOS ELAINE 
SHOULD REST 

ALL THIS 
AFTERNOON . 


KALMAN, YOU WILL CONDUCT THE ORCHESTRA 
AND ANITA -YOU'VE BEEN UNDERSTUDYING 
ELAINE. GET READY TO REPLACE HER IN 
THE LEADING ROLE. 


GAY “BUTTERFLY BALLET " AND THE GIRLS 
FLIT ABOUT THE STAGE WITH THEIR WINGS vi 


DON'T UPSET 
YOURSELF, 
MOTHER, 


LATER, AT THE THEATRE, IT 15 ALMOST 
(CURTAIN TIME AND TONY 15 WORRIED iii 


NEITHER ELAINE NOR WAkLY HAVE 
SHOWED UP YET. THIS IS“TERRIBLE! 
— AND ON OPENING NIGHT, ТОО! 


OW ONE LAST CHANCE, TONY MERLIN GOES TO 
CALL ELAINE AT THE STAR'S DRESSING ROOM 
— THE SAME ONE THAT /LL-FATED LOLA USED. 
- HOPING SHE HAD ARRIVED 47 THE , 
THEATRE, AND HIS CALL 15 REWARDED vis 


ELAINE / ARE YOU READY? ILL BE 
HURRY - -CURTAIN'S GOING UP, RIGHT ON 


SHE'S HERE! d 
OH, WHAT A- 
RELIEF ! 


THEN THE STAR LEAPS OUT AMONG THEM: 
BUT INSTEAD OF HER PROPER COSTUME 
SHE-15 DRESSED AS A SKELETON w. 77 


TONY MERLIN, WATCHING FROM THE WINGS, /5 
PUZZLED -~ BUT ALSO SOMEWHAT RELIEVEO. .., 


1 WONDER WHY ELAINE 
CHANGED FROM HER REGULAR 
COSTUME TO THAT GROTESQUE 
ONE WITHOUT CONSULTING 
ME, BUT SHE'S CLEVER 
==AND THE AUDIENCE IS 
APPLAUDING LIKE MAD. е. 


ATER THE NUMBER ENDS, THE DAN- 
CING STAR TAKES BOW AETER BOW rrr 


RECENWING NO ANSWER FROM 

INSIDE THE STAR'S ROOM, TONY 

L DONT SEE ELAINE, WHERE'D | PUSHES OPEN THE DOOR +. 1 CANT. UNDERSTAND m Tus 

ІЗ Н ОҒ x THING IS LI LLY CRUMBLIN 

| COSTUME WAS A STROKE OF SHE'S NOT IN НЕКЕ. LOOK--| | AWAY IN MY HAND, THERE'S 

GENIUS, | WANT TO THANK HER J | HERE'S HER SKELETON С05-| | SOMETHING STRANGE НЕКЕ! 

AND TELL HER ТИМЕ. GOSH; IT'S COVERED 21 
UM PROUD OF ` / SHE PROBABLY \ WITH DUST ° 


WENT TO HER 
DRESSING ROOM. Ж 
N| 


\ 


THE STAGE MANAGER BURSTS FIND HE THRUSTS А TELEGRAM 
IN, EXCITEDLY WAVING A PAPER... UNDER MERLIN'S STARTLED EYES siv 


GOOD 
HEAVENS! ELAINE 
WHAT 1511? Y YESS PLENTY WAS DEAD FOR MORE 
HAVE YOU ANY ) OF NEWS AND THAN THREE HOURS 
NEWS OF-- 4 ALL ВАР” ALL WHEN OUR CURTAIN 
2 BAD! HERE- 7, ч ROSE TONIGHT. SHE 


DIDN'T DANCE HER 
PART IN THE “BUT= 
TERFLY BALLET"-- 
LOLA CORRELL DID 
INSTEAD --AND SHE'S 
BEEN DEAD FOR 
TWENTY- FIVE 
EARS !! 


READ THIS !! 


И/НАТ 5 THE ANSWER ТО 
THESE SCHOOL PROBLEMS 


THE PROBLEM 
OF ANTIQU, 


ATE 
Oven CROWDED 
SCHOOLE... 


. THE PROBLEM OF ONLY 
HALF -DAY EDUCATION. 


THE ANSWERS TO 
THESE PROBLEMS 
ARE HERE / 


COOPERATION 


PARENTS SHOULD 
GET BEHIND LOCAL 
GROUPS /.SCHOOL Y 
BOAROS, PT.A.'s, © 
CITIZENS Сосо и 
AND OTHER PUBLIC 
SPIRITED GROUPS 
WHO WORK SO 
UNSELFISHLY TO 
INSURE THE 
EDUCATIONAL 
NEEDS OF OUR 
FUTURE CITIZENS! 


FOR INFORMATION WRITE TO 


National.Citizens Commission for the Public Schools 
2 WEST 45TH STREET » NEW YORK 36, N.Y. 


PREBARED 
UNDER THE AUSPICES aed ASSOCIATION OF COMICS MAGAZINE 


НЕ @HOCERTLY ANSWERED АМ AD IN THE PAPERS/ A LIT TLE, WRINKLED OLD MAN IN A MUSTY 
ROOM FILLED WITH OCCULT BOOKS AND FANTASTIC ICAL EQUIPMENT HIRED НІМ ! BUT. 
НЕ NEVER DREAMED THAT HE WAS WORKING FOR. A DEAD MAN / Fi THE OLD MAN HAC COME 


FROM BEYOND THE GRAVE, POSSESSING THE BLACK MAGIC POWERS OF -2- 


> 


QJOHN STERN , BRILLIANT BUT UNEM BEING FAMILIAR WITH MOTH LANGUAGES, JOHN 
PLOYED SCHOLAR, GLANCES EXCITEDLY] | STERN QUICKLY GOES TO THE ADDRBSO/ THE 
AT THE WANT ADS / FOR THE FIRST HOUSE STANDS ALONE AND EVEN THE CASUAL 
TIME IN WEEKS, THERE SEEMS TO BE PASSER -BY CANNOT HELP BUT NOTICE HOW 

AJQB DEGIGNEO FOR HIS PECULIAR 


TALENTS ALONE sa. 


THEN ТЕУ TRANSLATING THIS 
ANCIENT ARABIC SCROLL. 
WRITTEN BY THE MASTER 
MAGICIAN OF THE EIGHTH 
CENTURY, AL -ROUN ^. 
ARABIC 15 NOT PERFECT 
ENOUGH FOR MY WORK / 


DO NOT WORRY , THIS IS ONE 
MURDER. NO ONÉ 


STAY HERE Z YOU WILL BE 
WELL PAID. 


ИМ EXTREMELY 
FAMILIAR WITH 
ARABIC AND 
SANSKRIT, SIR / 


"WHEN A'SORCERER BE 
DEAD, DEAD BY ACURSE 
OR THROUGH THE EVIL 
WORKSOF ANOTHER АМО 
HE SEEKS TO RETURN 
HOM BEYOND THE 
EIL Soo 


I DON'T UNDERSTAND 

THIS MYRDE: 
ROUTINE, BUT I'M SURE 
IT'S A BLUFF TO TEST 
ME IN SOME WAY. 


SELF BACK FROM THE 
DEAD!” 


TO А MURDER ! 


| Sé 


AND HERE,MR. 
STERN, WILL BE 
OUR VICTIM ^ 


НЕ CLAIMS ТО ВЕ A GREAT 
MEDIUM. TONIGHT HE HOLDS A 
SEANCE AT HIS HOUSE / I WILL 
GIVE YOU THE ADDRESS! VOU 
WILL GO SO YOU CAN SEE 

OUR MURDER TARGET L 


BY HECATE, BAAL, RULERS О 
THE REALMS BEYOND, 1 d PPLIZATE -- 
SUMMON ONE. МНО 15 SOUGHT 
HERE / BY THE POWER OF THE 
MAGIC TETRAGRAMMATON, 

I COMMAND / қ 


IT'S HARRY/I KNOW HIS 
Та 1203 
FROM THE DEAD / uu. 
77% HARRY! 
BY HER RE- 
ACTION THAT 


SHE'S NOT 
FAKING THIS / 4| 


"CONFUSED n 


HAKEN, PUZZLED AND 


PORTS THE FANTASTIC 
55227 OF MILO г 


STL SKEPTICAL ABOUT AVINGE'S AVOWED ` 
-HOMICIDAL INTENT, JOHN STERN GO gee Te TO 
LOWERS THE LIGHTS. 
HOLD HANDS 


AND NO ONE LET GO OR THE SPELL 
WILL BE BROKEN! DO yor ШІК 
WHAT 1 SAY; WHILE 1 GO 

E MAY 981 WNDER- 


EAR 
EY WILL? 


MY TRANGE / 
STAND ы. 


SUDDENLY , AN UNEARTHLY HUMMING 
FILLS THE ROOM! A STRANGE WARM, 
WAVING MOTION 1S FELT AND BEHIND 
THE ENTRANCED MEDIUM,A FANTASTIC 
WRAITH MATERIALIZES = 


HELEN , YOU CALLED. 
YES HELEN Т FORGIVE 


YOU, SEE L WAS THE ONLY 


JOHN STERN 


RETURNED so I CAN 
KILE HIM 


оратын вит 
OBVIQUS LV 4! 4% 
ISN'T DEA 


Т HE NEXT DAY, JOHN STERN BEGINS HIS ROLE 
AS TRANSLATOR, AS THE WIZENED OLD MAN 


HAS HIM FIND PASSAGES THAT BEAR ON ONLY 
_ ONE SUBJECT --- 


"WHEN THE DEAD 
SORCERER RETURNS, HIS POWER 
ON EARTH SHALL BE ENDED/ YET 
IT CAN BE RESTORED! LET HIM BURN 
THE INCENSE OF MANDRAKE 


АМО 
NIGHTBANE, WHILE SUMMONING THE 
DARK ONE..." 


О A LOW SING- SONG INCANTATION, AVINCE 
PLACES INTO THE ТЕІРОР THE BXOTIC ROOTS 
АМО HERBS, AS THE FLAME BURNS THEM АМО 
THE ROOM BECOMES FILLED WITH A HEAVY, 
ALMOST SICKENING INCENSE e 


НЕМ THE BENT OLDMAN 


ERTI ARABIC TO SANSKRIT HE GOES IN 


THE МАР PURSUIT OF FORBIDDEN KNOW: 
LEDGE 


"TWO HANPSFUL ОЕ 
MANPRAKE AND LET 
THE FIRE BURN BLUE! 
THEN SPEAK THE 
ANCIENT PRAYER TO 
THE DREAD ONE „” 


BOTH SOURCES , 
AGREE, GOOD: 
NOW TO FOLLOW 
THEIR DIREC TIONS 


LET THE POWER OF THE LIVING RETURN 
ТО THE ОБАР/ MAKE AVINCE'ó HAND 
CUNNING / FROM THE NETHER SHADES 
I'VE COME TO SUMMON THE LIVING y 
SPIRIT OF MILO HERE /  Z£ 7 


E 
MILO APPEAR! 


MUTTERS A WHISPERED 
PHRASE OF ALIEN WORDS 
AND SUDDENLY , HOVERING 
ABOVE THE INCENSE SMOKE 
A FANTASTIC FIGURE 
APPEARS ¿¿¿ 


WHEN L MAKE THIS 
Ж UPON YOUR HEAD 
LET MILO LIVING BE 
STRUCK DEAD.” 


MILOS SLUMPING 
ae AS IF HE WERE 
SUDDENLY, 


LIFELESS.“ 


HIS SPIRIT 
HERE 1S 


THE WORDS,THEINCENGE, W 
THE ORDER OF SUMMONING 
WERE WHAT YOU TRAN- 
SLATED FOR ME/NOW 
LET US SEE IF QUAE WORK 
WAS EFFECTIVE/ GO TO. 
МЦ06 ROOM! т AM SURE 
НЕ 15 DEAD, BUT YOU ARE 
STILL UNCONVINCED/ 


BYSTANDER COMES ТО 
THE GCHOLAR'S RESCUE... 


HE'S TELLING THE TRUTH, 
OFFICER! Т HEARD THE 
CL NR WRETCHED 
SCREAM HALF 

AN HOUR AGO! ] су RE 
т SAW TWIS / CONFIRMED 


MAN JUST 
YOUR ALIBI 7 
COME. TAKE 


COULD 
y HAVE PROVED 
1 WAS WITH 
W” AVINCE HALF 
N AN HOUR АСО, 
ANYONE WOULD TAKE 
THE WORD OF THAT 
STRANGE MAN WHO. 
CLAIMS HE IS DEAD 
AND CAME BACK FOR 
REVENGE / 


ats 


KNOCKING ON MILO'$ DOOR THE 
FEARFUL JOHN STERN GE TS 
NO ANSWER / HE TURNS THE 
KNOB, THE DOOR SWINGS ОРЕМ, 


AND WITH THE X 
ON HIS HEAD, JUST WHERE 
AVINCE PUT IT ON HIS IMAGE, 
WHEN HE SAID WITH THIS 
MARK, EVEN А GREAT 
SORCERER COULDN'T MAKE 
HIMSELF RETURN TO LIFE” A 


Bur WHEN JOHN STERN RETURNS. 


ТО АУІМСЕ 6 HOUSE , THE OLD 
MAN DOES NOT ANSWER ,,, 


HERE ARE 
HIS ROBE AND 
SLIPPERS... BUT 
WHERE 15 

HE? 


JUST STAND 
UP AND KEEP 
YOUR HANDS 
HIGH / YOU'RE 
UNDER 
ARREST FOR 
MURDER! 


8-BUT OFFICER, 
1.ШӨТСАМЕ 
HERE! WHEN | 


AZE, 4.0 HIS EVE, AS 
ADS INGREOULOUSLY 777 


H-HE WAS ASORCERER,. 
AN КА. DIED сос 
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T some time or other, nearly all writers 
of detective fiction have used the 


-cabre plots. Actually, the poisoned needle 
етек is as old as the ages іп man's malevo- 


heme of the poisoned needle in their ma- 


lent designs upon his fellow humans. How- 
in the Middle Ages this form of 
y em was carried to fantastic lengths 
and it remained for a merchant in Venice 
- ta utilize and'transform the poisoned needle 
_ into what was to be the Key of Death, 
— This merchant's name was Tebaldo and 
“ha conducted а business in the thriving city 
оп the Adriatic about the year 1600. He 
„was not a native Venetian, having come 
тот one of the hill towns inland to build 
fame and fortune in the metropolis of that 
day. Being a stranger in town, he was not 
readily received by the circle in which he 
tried to move and achieve popularity. In 
the city of canals, in that day, merchants 
had to be in business quite a time before 
they were recognized socially, Even then, 
«social coteries were restricted to native 
Venetians and it was virtually impossible 
fer one from another city, considered a 
rank foreigner, to break down the ironclad 
barriers, 
22 Tebaldo was either unaware of this state: 
of affairs, or conceited enough to be dis- 
Teneo. At any rate, he had an eye for 
| the many beautiful young ladies for whom 
-the gt city was renowned and he de- 
_ cided to pay court to one of the prettiest. 
-ànd socially prominent belles. It was prob- 
_ ably the shortest courtship in the records 
of that day. The brash Tebaldo had по 
_ sooner met the lady of his choice than he 
` proposed marriage. But she, being WES 


engaged to a young gentleman of high 


- estate, refused him pointblank. E 
Tebaldo flew into a towering rage, swear- 
ing that she would regret her rejection of 
his offer and that someday she would be 
à d to marry him. Maddened by the re- 
buff, Tebaldo retreated to his workshop 
and labored into the still hours of the night,” 
manufacturing for himself a formidable 
weapon of vengeance, a large key. The 
_hafielle on this massive instrument turned 
oy and disclosed a lithe spring which, 


17% 


THE KEY ОҒ REVENGE 


when pressed, sent out from the other еп 
of the key a steel needle so fine that i 
would enter the flesh of the victim ané 
bury itself there without leaving the sligh 
est external trace. тый 

It was a diabolically clever instrument о 
murder and Tebaldo churned with rancor 
as he impatiently bided his time and coun 
ed the days until the date that was to 
signalize the marriage of the girl who had 
so aroused his animosity by jilting him, At 
last the fateful day arrived, and Tebalde 
gleefully contemplated his vengeance. | 

Those were days of panoply and mag 
nificence; of ornate decorations and br 
liant ritual. The bride was from one of 
finest families and extremely popular; : 
groom-to-be was a scion of local royalty 
In view оҒ this it was indeed a grand oc- 
casion. The streets were cleaned and a 


with bunting along the way of the weddin. 
procession. Prelates of the highest ran 
awaited the happy couple at the church, 
which was crowded inside and' out with 
relatives, friends and all the spectators who 
could gain elbow room for the spectacle. 
But the bride was not the object of Tebal- 
do's attention; it was the young man of her 
choice. It was upon him that Tebaldo pro- 
posed to wreak his vengeance. | : 
* Unperceived; һө edged close to the 
groom as the latter entered the great por- 
fal of the church. In the presens crowd, no 
one saw what happened, it.was so quick. 
Amid the bustle and excitement, Tebaldo 
gave a swift turn of his wrist and sent the 
lethal needle into the young man's chest. 
Seized with a sharp pain, the bridegroom 
collapsed before the nuptials commenced. 
Obviously in too serious a condition to 
presye, he was carried home and the 
appy ceremonies postponed amid much 
whispering and conjecture by the assembled 
‘populace. The best. physicians of Venice 
were called in but they could do nothing 
for the victim. In a couple of hours he was 
dead. What is more, the physicians, wise 
to all the ills.of that day, were complete! y 
at a loss to diagnose the strange and sud- 
den illness which had so mysteriously struck 
down the young. man in the prime of life. 


‘scheming Tebaldo lay los 

е, to let the matter pass over and be 
iomewhat forgotten. Then he felt that the 
way was again clear for him to renew his 
uit. He made a formal visit to the palace 
the bereaved bride's family and once 
again asked for the maiden's hand in mar- 
riage. Once more he was refused. When 
he took his departure, Tebaldo's counten- 
ince was serene but inside, his black heart 


girl died suddenly and, oddly, the manner 
of death was the same which had seized 
pon their "almost" son-in-law a few months 
eviously. This fact in itself excited con- 
iderable suspicion and upon its discovery 
е physicians agreed to perform autopsies 
on both the bodies. This time their investi- 
jation bore fruit when a small steel needle, 
ped with deadly poison, was found in 
е flesh of both victims! Three mysteries 
ere cleared up. Тһе) were all murders. 

. A wave of panic engulfed Venice, In 
those days, poison was a frequent medium 
“of vengeance and everybody began think- 
ing of who were his enemies and wondering 
where death would strike next. People were 
nterested in worrying about their personal 
elfare. Мо one thought of connecting 
Tebaldo with the crimes; apparently his 
earlier threat to the young lady had been 


ward show of an honest business man; the 
асте. of respect and propriety. 

‚ After the demise of her “parents, the 
distraught damsel sought solace and refuge 
in а convent on the outskirts of Venice, 
declaring to all her friends that she would 
not come out until her period of mourning 
was concluded. Tebaldo exercised self con- 
trol with all his might, but then his impetuous 
soul could stand being without her no long- 


spoke earnestly to the guardian at the gate. 
The suitor was left cooling his heels outside 
hile а consultation within the depths of the 
building debated the matter of his visit. 
After a while he got his answer; the ung 
lady agreed to the meeting. After all, she 


"some. 


“argument she felt nothing at the time, She 


ег Не made his way to the convent and L 


«must have thought, an iron door, : 
strong grating allowing for convers 
and the mere seeing of each other's f. 
would be between them and she would | 
no closer contact with this ma 
pestered her so lengthily. 
the girl decided to ri 
ritating Tebaldo. E, 
As she approached the gate from the 
inside, Tebaldo's face lit up with expecta- 
tion, This time he was sure that success 
would crown his pleas and that the lady on - 
whom he had inexorably fastened *his de- 
“sires would finally capitulate and give him 
her hand in marriage. But his Bs soon 
fell in complete chagrin as through the gate 
she told him off, venting her spife. in lan- 
guage showing her utter disgust, and con- - 
tempt, bidding him never to come near- 
her again. This infuriated Tebaldo to the - 
point of maniacal frenzy. He burst into à - 
furious tirade against her. Alarmed, she. 
drew back, but not before he had touched. 
her with the huge key that he always car- 
ried on his belt. In the excitement of ће 


herself of the i 


called the gatekeeper and had the angry 
man chased off the property. e ai 

It was not until affer she had returned 
to her room that she felt a pain in her агт. 
and looking down, she saw а drop of blood 
anda FETA realization of Tebaldo's secret | 
dawned upon her. She sought immediate | 
help and the good nuns of the conven 3 


The girl, remembering the circumstan 
in the mysterious deaths of her fiance and | 
her parents, directed that he cut into the 
spot where the blood had appeared. The 
surgeon did this at once and discovered the 
needle, which he extracted. Fortunately, 
the attention given the wound was in time 
and the girl's p^ was saved. 26271 

The authorities, upon being informed of ` 
these happenings, lost no time, They took 
Tebaldo into custody immediately and made. 
а thorough search of his house and shop. 
When they discovered the key and ex. 
amined the diabolic mechanism, the culprit 
had no recourse but to confess, Justice was 
swift and shortly the arrogant swain who 
let his heart rule his head soon found him- 
self dangling from the gallows. сае 87 
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